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If any one eats sparingly and urges his poor health
as an excuse, he is beaten or ejected as ill-bred, just
as if he were ignorant of the art of living. The prin-
cipal article of their household utensils is the pot or
kettle in which the meat is cooked. They measure
property by the number of kettles, and in the be-
ginning conceived a high opinion of the king of
France, for no other reason than because he was said
to possess a good many kettles. How great is the
impunity and wantonness of licentiousness among
men uncivilized and free from all restraint, especial-
ly among the youth, may be readily observed; for
the elder men confine their lust within fixed limits,
after the violence of their passions has subsided, and
an erring woman does not go unpunished.

There is among them no system of religion, or care
for it. They honor a Deity who has no definite char-
acter or regular code of worship. They perceive,
however, through the twilight, as it were, that some
deity does exist. What each boy sees in his dreams,
when his reason begins to develop, is to him there-
after a deity, whether it be a dog, a bear, or a bird.
They often derive their principles of life and action
from dreams; as, for example, if they dream that
any person ought to be killed, they do not rest until
they have caught the man by stealth and slain him.
It is wearisome to recount the tales which they in-
vent concerning the creation of the world. Sooth-
sayers and worthless quacks fill with these the idle
and greedy ears of the people in order that they may
acquire an impious gain. They call some divinity,
who is the author of evil, ‘° Manitou,’” and fear him
exceedingly. Beyond doubt it is the enemy of the
human race, who extorts from some people divine
honors and sacrifices. Concerning the nature of



